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METRONET 

514. MR S.J. PRICE to the Premier: 

I refer to the lobbying by the Liberal–National opposition to axe Metronet and destroy jobs in this state. What will 
be the impact on the economy and employment if this vital job-creating infrastructure is scrapped; and how is 
this government protecting jobs while at the same time reining in the out-of-control spending left by the 
Liberal–National government? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

I thank the member for Forrestfield for the question. It is true. Creating infrastructure, creating jobs and delivering 
on good financial management is a balancing act, but I think this government has the balance right in 
Western Australia. I want to explain a few things to the house. In the budget brought down by the Treasurer, 
average expenditure growth across the forward estimates in the first term of this government is 1.9 per cent. Under 
the first term of the former Liberal government, of which the member was a part, it was 7.4 per cent. That is 
1.9 per cent versus 7.4 per cent. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The 2017–18 budget shows a reduction in general government expenditure since the 
Pre-election Financial Projections Statement and general government expenditure since the PEFPS will reduce 
by $884 million from 2016–17 to 2019–20. We finally have a government that is treating the finances seriously 
and attempting to manage the finances seriously in Western Australia, which has not been the case now since 2008. 
But at the same time, we want to ensure that we plan for the long-term future of our state and our city. That is 
where our Metronet plan comes in. We have worked out funding and issues with the commonwealth on a range of 
rail lines. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: No business plan. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Opposition leader, please stop going negative. It is not good for him. He cannot wake up in 
the morning being negative and go to bed being negative. Please, get some happiness in your life! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The opposition said that there would be no commonwealth funding. Within six weeks of 
coming to office, the commonwealth assisted us and funded a range of rail projects in Western Australia. We have 
a plan to build a railway to Morley and Ellenbrook, which we are very strongly supportive of. I note that there is 
one person in Western Australia who is negative about it and that is the opposition leader. I know there are others. 
The Leader of the Opposition’s predecessor, former Treasurer good ol’ Christian Porter, is right on board these 
days. He loves it. The Leader of the Opposition wants us to abandon it. We are going to proceed with it and 
Christian Porter is supporting it. What is more is that Bill Shorten announced last week a $700 million — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I have given you plenty of warnings. I call you to order for the 
second time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Last week Bill Shorten announced a $700 million commitment to this railway line and I look 
forward to the Turnbull government supporting the Morley–Ellenbrook railway line as well and that will create — 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Did you say that they are not going to do it, my friend? Is that what you said? 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: I said that Turnbull gave you $700 million — 

Mr M. McGOWAN: We know the Deputy Leader of the Opposition does not know much about rail. 

Point of Order 

Mr W.R. MARMION: The Deputy Leader of the Opposition is not his friend. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Nedlands, it is not a point of order. It is a frivolous point of order. If you do it again, 
I will call you to order for the first time. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
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Mr M. McGOWAN: The Morley–Ellenbrook railway is much sought after by people in the north-eastern suburbs, 
which is a rapidly growing area. We are committed to building it. We have federal Labor on board and we hope 
to get the federal government on board. It will create thousands of jobs, and under our jobs bill, there will be more 
local work out of it. 
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